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I am the Light of the World

John 8:12, Matthew 5:14-16, John 1:1-9

Biblical reflections on Light: 

1)	Central to the Creation narrative – Genesis 1:1-5	 
The 1st commandment spoken by God was, “Let there be light” 

2)	Present in OT literature – Isaiah 9:2, Psalm 27:1  
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light, on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned (cited by Jesus, Matt. 4:15-16)
The Lord is my light and my salvation 

3)	Central to the Gospel message – John 1:1-9  
Messiah is called ‘the light of all mankind, who shines in the darkness’ 

4)	Central to our message – 2 Peter 2:9
… that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light 

5)	Central to our lifestyle – Matthew 5:14-16
You are the light of the world, a town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

6) 	Caution regarding our enemy – 2 Corinthians 11:14
Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light 

7) 	Hated by those who do evil – John 3:19-21 
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light… 




8) 	Present in relational guidelines – 2 Corinthians 6:14 
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 

9)	Present in future judgment – 1 Corinthians 4:5 
Judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes.  He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart.  At that time each will receive their praise from God. 

10)	A daily choice we must make – 1 John 1:5-7 
If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus purifies us from all sin 

11)	Present in our motivation – John 9:4-5 
As long as it is day, we must do the works of Him who sent me.  Night is coming when no one can work.  
